"Gifts for the Gods, Gods’ Cuisine": Archaeological and Interdisciplinary Study of the Thracian Sanctuary near Babyak, Northwestern Rhodopes"
І. Character of the site, history of the studies
The site has been archaeologically studied for more than 25 years with some interruptions. Thus, it seems to be the Thracian cult place in Bulgaria investigated for the longest time ever.

The excavations are carried out under Associate Professor, PhD Alexey Gotsev and Associate Professor, PhD Milena Tonkova from the Thracian Department of the National Institute of Archaeology with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
The sanctuary occupies a high isolated hill with three culminations and dominates the surrounding area.
The major results achieved so far are as follows:

- it was established that the sanctuary functioned during the Late Bronze Age, Early and Late Iron Age, and in Roman times. The latest evidence of human presence is dated to the 5th century AD when Christianity reached the Rhodope Mountains and pagan cults were abandoned.
- traces of diverse cultic practices have been documented during different stages of the sanctuary existence. Among them, cult hearths-altars (escharae), stone accumulations and ritual pits. The sacred space was enclosed by a stone wall that surrounded the highest part of the hill after the 5th century BC. 

- numerous finds were discovered: votives deposited in a special way at the sanctuary. Among them: items of jewelry and armor loom weights, spindle whorls, coins, different cult objects, etc.
- the sanctuary at Babyak was part of a developed system of ‘sacred places’ which functioned during the 1st millennium BC in the Western Rhodope Mountains. It seems to have been a major center in view of its location and the archaeological situations and materials discovered at the site. Cult practices have been attested for a period of about a millennium and a half, a fact that also supports the exceptional role of the sanctuary among the rest of the sites in the Rhodope Mountains area.
During the years the archaeological investigation of the Thracian sanctuary at the village of Babyak has been interrupted mainly because of financial and technical difficulties. The site is constantly vandalized by treasure-hunters who irreversibly destroy information about Thracian cult practices. Despite these difficulties the site offers opportunities for a long-term or short-term complex study project within three to five years. Logically, future archaeological investigation would include complex scientific analyses and research of the already discovered situations. Natural and cultural environment of the site will also be studied.  
ІІ. Prospects for exploration of the sanctuary near Babyak - archaeological and interdisciplinary research
The research project "Gifts for the Gods, gods cuisine ": archaeological and interdisciplinary study of the Thracian sanctuary near Babyak, Northwestern Rodopi" aims to make a comprehensive study of the cultural layers via archaeological and interdisciplinary methods. Therefore to identify the nature, inorganic and organic origin of the presenting gifts from the sanctuary, the pilgrims’ diet and the paleoenvironment during the first millennium BC. - V century AD.

Archaeological researches are expected to be conducted as well as other interdisciplinary studies (pollen analysis, paleobotanical analysis archaeozoological analysis of bone remains of sacrificed animals, physicochemical analysis of soil layer) of the cultural layers that reach 3 meters at the expected areas for investigation. More than 1500 years the sanctuary was visited and that is evident from the layers that have a prominently stratigraphic sequence. There are concentrated remnants of offered sacrifices of inorganic and organic origin. The nature of the cultural layer is usually referred to as "black oily soil" (a working term which describes the nature of the soil, greatly enriched with alleged gifts of organic origin), which however has not been studied.

Such an analysis of the cultural relics aims to study the "food of the gods" and the pilgrims’ diet. These are remnants of the offered gifts of organic origin (meat, bread, fruits, herbs, flowers, charred wood, and other traces of performed rituals) that remain obscure for the methods of archeology. They will enrich our knowledge about the votive offerings on the sanctuary and the nature of the rituals performed there. As a result there will be obtained precious information about the paleoenvironment of the sanctuary in Babyak and also about the dynamics of the natural and cultural processes for comparatively very long period - from the beginning of I millennium BC to the V century AD. Such a complex study of the Thracian site has not been conducted in Bulgaria yet, and the Thracian sanctuary in Babyak offers very good conditions for such a multifaceted analysis.
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