Emporion Pistiros: a Thracian-Greek Trading Post in Inland Thrace

In 1987 archaeological investigation started of a unique settlement located on the left bank of the Maritsa River, between the present-day cities of Vetren and Sptemvri (locality of Adzhiyska Vodenitsa ). Since then the site has been excavated without interruption and furnished important results on the cultural interactions in the Balkans during the second half of the 1st millennium BC. Its investigation is being carried out by an international expedition: a Czech team under the auspices of Charles University in Prague led by Prof. Jan Bouzek; a British team from the University of Liverpool (UK) under Assoc. Prof. Dr. Z. Archibald, and a French team from the French School at Athens under Dr. Veronique Chankowski.
The settlement was identified as Pistiros due to a stone inscription found near the site which presents a decree regulating the relations between a Thracian ruler and the settlers. Coins of Thracian and Macedonian kings and of a number of Greek cities were found. Numerous graffiti on pottery sherds reading both Greek and Thracian names were also discovered.

The major function of the settlement: a colony, an emporion or a metallurgical center, is still under discussion.

Here are the main issues that the archaeological team studying Pistiros faces:

- distinguishing of the three main periods of the settlement development in the archaeological record;

 - specifying the chronology, the nature and the scale of the cult practices performed there and their relation to the traces of metalworking found at the site;

- following the architectural evolution of the site which was rather dynamic due to recurrent inundations by the raised waters of the Maritsa River, as well as to a number of destructions caused by fire; 

- following a possible relation of the archaeological phases to contacts between the Thracians and the Greeks, and eventually the Celts on the grounds of  precise dating of the documented situations and their correct historical and cultural analysis;

- evaluation of the place and role of the site at the Adzhiyska Vodenitsa in the 1st millennium BC settlement pattern in the Upper Maritsa Valley and the Western Rhodope Mountains on the basis of epigraphic, numismatic, archaeological and written evidence. A related project has been started to study the settlement development before the emergence of the emporion and the changes that occurred during and after its existence.

So far four volumes of the Pistiros series have been published.

Alongside the excavations preparations started for turning the site into an archaeological park which will also include the nearby excavated Thracian tomb. “Prof. M. Domaradzki” Archaeological Museum is located in the city of Septemvri where an exhibit of the most attractive finds from Pistiros will be soon displayed.
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