LATE ANTIQUE CITY IN THE VILLAGE OF VOIVODA, SHUMEN REGION


1. Excavation history


The site, situated in the locality “Hisar”, southeast of the village Voyvoda, Shumen district, was first discovered in 1905, when several test trenches were made by K. Shkorpil, who also produced a plan of the fortress. Excavations have revealed marble columns, capitals, bases of massive buildings. The extent of the site was estimated to be ca. 10 ha.
Systematic excavations began in the 1960s by Ts. Dremsizova and V. Antonova, and subsequently extended in 1968 by At. Milchev and St. Damjanov. During the excavations, which continued until 1975, were exposed a section of the western fortification wall, with three towers (300 m), a gate between them and a proteichisma, industrial buildings inside the village, dug-outs, streets, many household materials: ceramics, tools, jewelry, etc. In the 1980s a preliminary archaeological investigation was carried out by G. Atanasov, but the results remain unpublished. 

The results of archaeological excavations indicate that the earliest settlement, of which a subterranean dwelling was revealed, date to the 3rd century AD. During late 3rd- early 4th century AD the fortification walls (3, 25 m thick) were built in opus implectum. The settlement was sacked by the Huns in the middle of 5th century AD. After their withdrawal, the walls were repaired, and an outer wall (proteichisma) was built in the most vulnerable area of the fortress. Some finds point to the presence of Goths among the population.



2. Project Goals
- Clarification of the territory of late ancient city;
- Clarification of the internal layout of the late ancient city

3. Project objectives:
- Gathering and summarizing the results of previous archaeological investigations;
- Perform a full geophysical survey of the area of ​​late antique settlement, in aid is that no later structures on the site.
- Betting on drilling to verify the results of geophysical survey;
- Full architectural photographing and documenting open archaeological structures;

4. Contact:
Associate Professor Ivo Topalilov
Shumen University "Ep. Constantine of Preslav”
e-mail: itopalilov@yahoo.com
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